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Phone - 814-723-9440            GRACE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH       FAX - 814-723-6137 

501 Pennsylvania Avenue East                     Warren, PA  16365 

Email – office@graceumcwarren.com                Visit Our Website - www.graceumcwarrenpa.com     

   Visit Our Facebook Group - www.facebook.com/groups/embracegrace 

To know Christ and to make Him known! 
 

 

 

Grace Notes

"God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times,  

having all that you need, you will abound in every good work." 

II Corinthians 9:8 

Senior Pastor:    Rev. William Beatty 
Coordinator of 
      Congregational Care: Cindy Price    
Choir Director:   Floyd Moore  
Organist/Accompanist:  Debbie Airgood  
Office Administrator:   Meghan Brooker 
Office Manager:   Mary Quiggle-Pickering 
Director of Children & 
 Family Ministries:  Lori Beatty 
Director of Youth & 
 Family Ministries:  Nicki Egger 

This month's Communion offering will benefit 
The Sharing Place. Please use the special 

Communion envelope in your monthly packet 
or a blue pew envelope for your contribution. 

 

Our Core Values 
Extravagant Generosity 

We give joyfully of our time, talent, and treasure. 

Authentic Engagement 
We want to shine the light of God’s love in our whole 

community. 

Transformational Discipleship 
We seek God’s will and God’s way for our lives. 

Extraordinary Grace 
We are all sinners seeking God’s grace together. 

Word-Centered Mission 
We believe the Word of God provides the foundation for all 

that we do. 
 

August Meetings 
August 10 – 5:30 p – Nurture 
August 13 – 6:00 p – Preschool 
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Is It Now Already? 
  

hen I was a kid, 9:00 was my bedtime except on Monday nights when the whole family would 
watch the show M*A*S*H together. We were such fans that we’d watch and rewatch episodes 
during its syndication as well. I used to own the entire run on DVD and I’m still happy to watch 

an episode or two now and then.  
 

In season two there was this exchange between Lt. Co. Henry Blake (the commanding officer) and Radar 
O’Reilly (the company clerk): 
 

Henry: Just exactly what am I signing? 
Radar: This week's activity and personnel report. 
Henry: Didn't I sign it? 
Radar: That was last week. 
Henry: Oh. Is it now already? 
 

I think about that exchange whenever I’m taken aback by how quickly time goes by. It’s mid-July right 
now, but I’m looking this week at planning worship for Advent and the beginning of next year. 
 

Is it now already? For me, if feels like summer is already over and I missed it – and that’s not an unusual 
feeling for me because it seems like I’m always looking ahead to what’s next.  
 

It reminds me of trying to watch the girls play soccer when they were little while also trying to get them on 
video. I’d film for a few minutes and then just put the camera away so that I could just be in the moment 
with them. Sure, I missed some “video worthy” moments – but I actually got to watch them with my own 
eyes, not through the viewfinder of a camcorder (I’m old, okay?) 
 

I’ve told my girls that if they get married, I don’t want to perform the ceremony because I just want to be 
dad on that day. I just want to fully live in the moment with them, with Lori, as a family.  
 

Days go by too quickly sometimes and we end up with that startled, “Oh. Is it now already?” feeling in our 
gut because we’re too focused on what’s coming up or what trails behind.  
 

Jesus said, “But seek first [God’s] kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you 
as well. Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough 
trouble of its own.” (Matthew 6:33-34) 
 

It’s easy to get lost in our worries or hopes for tomorrow or our regrets and grief over yesterday and 
completely miss today. Jesus words are about trusting God for our tomorrows and seeking God’s kingdom 
and a right relationship with God in the here and now. That’s why the promise of our sins being forgiven 
and forgotten (“…as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us.” 
Psalm 103:12) and this promise that God has our tomorrows are so important. 
 

Slow down for a few minutes each day. Really be with the people in your life. Enjoy the moments of peace 
that God gives you and look for God’s presence in the challenges that come to you. Seek first God’s 
kingdom and God’s righteousness – the presence of God, a good and right relationship with God – today.  
 

God says, “Be still and know that I am God.” (Psalm 46:10) 
 

In Christ’s Love, 
Pastor Bill 

 
 

 

W 



3 

 

 

September’s a great time to join the Choir! 
 
 

our choir will begin our weekly Sunday Worship participation starting on 

September 7, and I can’t wait! We’ve sung on the first Sundays in June, July, and 

August, with great special music interspersed throughout the summer months.   
 

Remember to mark your calendar for the first Wednesday choir rehearsal on September 2, at 

6:30. We’ll sing each Sunday starting with September 6 through Thanksgiving, Christmas, and well into 2027!  

Please prepare to join us in song and our hearts in worship. Y’all are welcome!   
 

Our annual Grace Christmas Concert will be presented on the second Sunday of December, as always, on 

December 13 at 4pm. Don’t save your seat just yet but make sure we’re on your calendar! (Some of the best 

seats are in the choir loft – you’re welcome to try them out!) 
 

The Worship Committee will meet on Monday, September 14, 2026, at 6pm in the library. Everyone is 

welcome to attend as we prepare for the next few months of Sunday morning worship services here at Grace 

United Methodist Church. 
 

Check out your opportunities to worship with us this fall. You might be surprised what God has in store for you, 

with you, and even through you. 
 

See you in church! 
 

Floyd Moore 

Choir Director 

amfm123@verizon.net 
 
 

 
 

urture Activities 
 

Friday, August 7 @ 6pm - Chapman Dam - Intro to Fly Fishing or just come and Fish! Led by 
Gary Kel and he will supply all of the fly fishing gear. A day license would be needed by anyone over the 
age of 16. Come out and learn about fly fishing as Gary gives a brief presentation and reveals one of the 
mysteries and wonders of our Creator - the aquatic insect! Everyone will get a chance to practice casting 
with a yarn fly (so nobody gets hurt :) and then progress to actual fishing! Nurture will provide a pavilion 
and you can bring your own snacks, drinks and chairs. 
 

Monday, August 10 @ 5:30pm - Nurture Committee Meeting 
Committee members will meet in the library for our quarterly meeting. 
 

Friday, August 14 @ 7:00pm - Meet us at the church property across from the parsonage (behind 
Country Fair) for a campfire! Supplies for Smores will be provided. Please bring your own drink and lawn 
chair. Come and enjoy some fellowship and some praise songs! 
 

Saturday, October 10 @ 6:00pm - Join us in Higginbotham Hall for a night of fun and fellowship as we 
have a Karaoke Night! All ages welcome - snacks will be provided. 
 

Saturday, October 24 @ noon - Soup and Pie Senior Luncheon in Higginbotham Hall. Bring your 
appetite :) 
 
 
 
 

Y 

N 

mailto:amfm123@verizon.net
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The Chosen Bible Study 
 

Thursdays from 6 - 8pm beginning September 10 - The Chosen Series and Bible Study will be held in 
the Library. We plan to watch two episodes per night with a short Bible Study and discussion after each 
episode. No cost to participate - see Lori Beatty if you have any questions. We will not meet on Nov. 26 
(Thanksgiving), Dec. 24 (Christmas Eve), Dec. 31 (New Year’s Eve) and will continue through May 28, 
2027. 
 
 

Children’s Ministries 
 

Grace Notes Choir 
 

The Grace Notes Choir is open to all kids in Grades 2 and up!! All you need is a desire to praise God with a 
joyful noise! We practice on Sunday mornings from 9 - 9:25 prior to Sunday School. We sing once a month 
in the kids’ choir room beside the nursery. We will have our first rehearsal on Sunday, September 13! 
If you have any questions, please contact Lori Beatty (412-735-5906). 
 

Messy Church 
 

Messy Church begins on Wednesday, September 16 from 5:00 - 6:30!! Invite your friends for a time of fun 
activities and crafts, celebration of praise and Bible story, and a meal to share together! This is a Worship 
time for everyone in the family! We meet on the third Wednesday of the month from 5 - 6:30 upstairs on 
the second floor.  Anyone interested in helping should contact Lori Beatty (412-735-5906).   
 

Our themes for the year are: 
September 16 - Teach Us to Pray! 
October 21 - “Bee” Kind 
November 18 - A Thanksgiving Feast 
December 16 - “Messy” Carols 
January 20 - Be Who You are Called to Be! 
February 17 - Love God! 
March 17 - Easter Surprise 
April 21 - Put On Love 
May 19 - Taste and See that the Lord is Good 
 

Current items needed: Spray paint (any color, doesn’t need to be new cans) and empty cereal boxes. 
 

Fall Outing planned for October 4 for kids aged 0 - 105! 
We will be meeting at the church to carpool to Sigel, PA (about an hour drive) to visit the Farmer’s Inn.  
They have a small zoo, mini golf, a driving range, gem panning, ice cream, gift shops, bulk food store, 
candy store and a restaurant. More details will be forthcoming!   
 

Lori Beatty 
 
 
 

SOC – Support Our Children Grace Promise Preschool does a special offering collection on months that have 5 
Sundays to help with their programming. The next collection will be Sunday, August 30th.  
Your support is greatly appreciated! 
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t’s almost Back to School time!  
 

The summer went quickly but it was restorative and Mrs. Gustafson and I are ready for a 
new batch of littles!  
 

School activities start on September 8th with Meet the Teachers Night from 5-6:30. First day 
is September 9th. We hope to get outside, study apples and learn about family and friends!  
 

We have a few necessities that are needed, if you’re interested, please message. We do ask 
for prayers and positive thoughts for a smooth transition to a happy and healthy new school year.  
 

Thank you for your continued support.  
 

Jen Lynds 
 

 
 

Flock Talk 
 

“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper you 
and not harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” 

Jeremiah 29:11 
  
 

ugust is here. And we didn’t see it coming! We knew all along that summer would fly by, but when 
we flipped the calendar to August, it felt a little rushed.  
 

I’m borrowing a line from Carey Nieuwhof which is actually the title of one of his books, “Didn’t See it 
Coming”. On the day I met him and bought his book, I didn’t realize how beneficial it would be a handful 
of years later. “Stay hopeful” he wrote to me when he signed it. I’ll bet that was the usual comment, but it 
etched itself into my thoughts. Stay hopeful.  
 

Each one of us has a story that could begin with “I didn’t see it coming”. Nine out of ten times we relate 
that to loss or tragedy or anything that feels like it blindsided our journey. But, that one out of ten times 
matters. It keeps us hopeful.  
 

When I started my fitness ministry, I was hopeful that it would be successful. I knew I had the people, the 
skill set, the experience and the support of the church. But there was something that I didn’t expect. The 
“true ministry” of this endeavor. The welcoming and kind environment that draws people in. The people 
who stay after and lean into each other. The friends who don’t wait to hear what someone needs, they 
already have a plan. The army of support with prayer and love and compassion when someone is 
grieving. I did not see it coming. This beautiful network of people who love one another, love God and 
make life meaningful.  
 

If you are thinking of starting something big that makes God the biggest, most intentional part, be 
prepared for Him to do a great work through you. You may not see it coming, but if you stay hopeful and 
helpful and genuine, He will provide. Trust Him! 
 

All in, 
Sue Toombs, Lay Leader         

 
 
 

I 

A 



6 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Grace Promise Preschool registration is now open! A completed registration form and 
$20 non-refundable fee is required to hold a spot for the 2026-2027 school year.  
A handbook and registration form can be found on the church website 
www.graceumcwarrenpa.com, picked up at the church office, or by calling (814) 723-8011 
during school hours (Tuesday-Thursday 9a-11:30a).  

Questions? Email Promisepreschool@myyahoo.com 

 
 

Grace Church Finance Report 
 

 
 

2026 Monthly and YTD Financials 
 June ‘26 YTD 

Total Income $27,176.71 $174,760.74 
   

Office Expense $442.82 $5,167.47 
Buildings & Ground Expense 

(Church & Parsonage) 
$9,290.17 $47,204.42 

Ministry Personnel $20,504.96 $127,086.81 
Church Council $0.00 $360.19 

Education Ministry $180.04 $636.37 
Nurture Ministry $1,351.63 $1,910.21 
Worship Ministry $350.74 $2,298.62 
Outreach Ministry $329.01 $1,183.98 

Connectional Apportionment $2,649.88 $15,899.28 
Witness Ministry $0.00 $0.00 

Total Ministry & Expense $35,099.25 $201,747.35 
   

Net Income ($7,922.54) ($26,986.61) 
 

Shortfall 
Account Balance 06/30/2026 ($50,848.42) 

 

We praise God for the generous gifts and offerings. 
 

Submitted by: 
Brian A. Jurkowski, Finance Chair & the Finance Committee 
 
 

During Worship 
9:30 a.m. (0-2 yrs.) 
11:00 a.m. (0- 5 yrs.) 
August 2 – Melissa Zaffino 
August 9 – Anna Peterson 
August 16 – Melissa Zaffino 
August 23 – Anna Peterson 
August 30 – Melissa Zaffino 
 
 

Items for the September 2026 
Newsletter need to be delivered 

to Mary in the  office 
mary@graceumcwarren.com by 

Monday, August 17. 

Thank you. 
 

http://www.graceumcwarrenpa.com/
mailto:Promisepreschool@myyahoo.com
mailto:mary@graceumcwarren.com
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Dear Grace Church,  
Thank you so much for the graduation card and gift card! I am so grateful for all of the 
opportunities that Grace Church has provided me with and I will miss attending every 
week! Thanks again! 
Kylie Jurkowski 
 

 

The Grace Church Food Pantry is in need of canned fruit, baked beans/pork and beans, 
and canned meat (SPAM, tuna, chicken) at this time. Thank you to all who contribute!  
 

 
Do you like to knit or crochet? Yarn Angels meets weekly on Friday mornings from 
9:30am-11am in the church library. If you have any questions, call Vickie Morrison 
at 814-726-0170.  
 
 

Grace Church is serving punch and cookies at the United Methodist House in Chautauqua, NY on 
Tuesday, August 25th from approximately 3-4:30pm. If interested in helping, contact Linda Knapp at 
814-726-1199. Limited to 10 people. We will also need cookie bakers. 
 
 

Save the date! Sunday, August 2nd from 6-8 p.m. for an evening of fun, food, and fellowship at the Warren 
C.A.R. Pool! This is a time for all of us who attend Grace Church to invite our families, 

friends, and neighbors to enjoy our fellowship, especially those who might not have a 
church connection. There will be pizza, chips, popsicles, pool time, and more. Not a 
swimmer? No problem! There will be plenty to enjoy! No RSVP needed!  

 
 

Big THANK YOU to the 23 plus volunteers who helped with another successful Hot Dog Giveaway and all 
of your generous donations of ketchup, mustard and relish that was needed!  
This year we handed out 1,058 hot dogs. That number is up from last year’s 1,008.  
It was a beautiful day for the parade and the 250th anniversary celebration.  
Everyone who helped had a great time of fellowship with the other volunteers & the community. Many 
hands made light work! Our “customers” were happy as well! 
Dave & I are very thankful to be able to work with such a great, great group of people. The volunteers & 
donations are truly gifts from God! 
Till the next “hot dog roundup” … 
Jan & Dave Moore 
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August 1 – Julie Hitchcock 
August 2 – Guy Baughman 
August 5 – Brendan Garrett 

August 6 – Matt Stapleford, Nikolai Long 
August 7 – Earl Duvall, Shirley Shafer, Mike Barr, Trevor Buchanan, Evie Alex , Riley Gedz 

August 8 – Bev Himes, Tony Stellato, Tyler Retterer, Bailey Andersen, Payton Johnson 
August 9 – Bill Gentilman 
August 10 – Judy Templeton, Jaxon Knapp, Caden Beers 
August 11 – Craig Rodoski 
August 12 – Roman Anzalone 
August 13 – Patricia Dutchess, Gracie Page 
August 14 – Debra Foreman, Sarah Parmeter, Collette Gnage 
August 15 – Sue Shall 
August 16 – Karen Conrad, Andrew Sprentz 
August 17 – AJ Slattery 
August 18 – Randy Grey, Kathy Neal 

August 19 – Maggie Lawson, Lynnanne Hammersley 
August 20 – Mark Shene 
August 21 – Caleb Gnage 
August 23 – Chloe Watson 
August 24 – Aaren Keller, Adelaide Keeports, Vaeda Long 
August 25 – Derek Knapp, Parker Shene 

August 26 – Lisa Brown, Elin Smith, Donald Anderson, Edward Anderson, Rebecca Anderson,  
 Charles Sienkiewicz 
August 27 – Charissa Barkley-Frary, Sarah Peterson 
August 28 – Cathy Irwin, Charlotte Keeports 
August 29 – Jordan Retterer, Ashley Barker 
August 31 – Chris Zaffino 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

2 

8:30/9:30/11:00 a 

   Worship 

9:45 a Sunday School 

6:00 p Worship at  

   The Crossing 

6:00 p Outreach Pool 

   Party 

3 

10:30 a Touch  

   Tennis 

5:15 p Christian  

   Yoga 

6:00 p Wesley  

   Parlor Reserved 

4 

12:15 p Christian  

   Yoga 

6:00 p Pickleball 

 

5 

7:00 a Men’s Prayer 

   Breakfast 

5:15 p Christian Yoga 

6:30 p C.R.E.W. 

6 

6:00 p Grief Share 

   Support Group 

6:00 p Caregivers’  

   Support Group 

 

7 

9:30 a Yarn Angels 

11:15 a Fitness  

   Ministry 

12:15 p Christian  

   Yoga 

6:00 p Nurture’s  

   Learn to Fly Fish 

1 

9:00 a Praise Team 

8 

9:00 a Praise Team 

9 

8:30/9:30/11:00 a 

   Worship 

9:45 a Sunday School 

6:00 p Worship at  

   The Crossing 

10 

10:30 a Touch  

   Tennis 

5:15 p Christian  

   Yoga 

5:30 p Nurture 

11 

12:15 p Christian  

   Yoga 

6:00 p Pickleball 

 

12 

7:00 a Men’s Prayer 

   Breakfast 

5:15 p Christian Yoga 

6:30 p C.R.E.W. 

13 

6:00 p Grief Share 

   Support Group 

6:00 p Preschool 

14 

9:30 a Yarn Angels 

11:15 a Fitness  

   Ministry 

12:15 p Christian  

   Yoga 

7:00 p Nurture’s  

   S’mores Night 

15 

9:00 a Praise Team 

16 

8:30/9:30/11:00 a 

   Worship 

9:45 a Sunday School 

4:00 p Watson Home 

6:00 p Worship at  

   The Crossing 

 

17 

10:30 a Touch  

   Tennis 

12:00 p Caregivers’  

   Support Group 

5:15 p Christian  

   Yoga 

6:00 p Wesley  

   Parlor Reserved 

18 

12:15 p Christian  

   Yoga 

6:00 p Pickleball 

19 

7:00 a Men’s Prayer 

   Breakfast 

5:15 p Christian Yoga  

6:30 p C.R.E.W. 

 

20 

6:00 p Grief Share 

   Support Group 

 

21 

9:30 a Yarn Angels 

11:15 a Fitness  

   Ministry 

12:15 p Christian  

   Yoga 

 

22 

9:00 a Praise Team 

 

23 

8:30/9:30/11:00 a 

   Worship 

9:45 a Sunday School 

6:00 p Worship at  

   The Crossing 

24 

10:30 a Touch  

   Tennis 

5:15 p Christian  

   Yoga 

25 

12:15 p Christian  

   Yoga 

6:00 p Pickleball 

 

26 

7:00 a Men’s Prayer 

   Breakfast 

5:15 p Christian Yoga 

6:30 p C.R.E.W. 

27 

6:00 p Grief Share 

   Support Group 

28 

9:30 a Yarn Angels 

11:15 a Fitness  

   Ministry 

12:15 p Christian  

   Yoga 

29 

9:00 a Praise Team 

30 

8:30/9:30/11:00 a 

   Worship 

9:45 a Sunday School 

6:00 p Worship at  

   The Crossing 

31 

10:30 a Touch  

   Tennis 

6:00 p Wesley  

   Parlor Reserved 
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GRACE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH        
501 Pennsylvania Avenue East               Warren, PA  16365 

 

Phone - 814-723-9440           FAX - 814-723-6137 

Email – office@graceumcwarren.com        

Website - www.graceumcwarrenpa.com 

  

Find us on Facebook under the group Embrace Grace! 
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