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"God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times,
having all that you need, you will abound in every good work."
II Corinthians 9:8

April Meetings

This month's Communion offering will benefit
Grace Church Children’s Ministry. Please use
the special Communion envelope in your
monthly packet for your contribution.

April 5 – 6:00 p – SPRC
April 12 – 6:00 p – Property Trustees
April 19 – 6:00 p – Childcare
April 25 – 7:00 p – Outreach

Our Easter Offering will be split 50/50 to benefit UMCOR
Ukraine relief and Grace Church Campership fund.
Envelopes are included with the Easter letter.
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Waiting

‘ve never been much good at waiting. You’d think I’d be better at it – when I was a kid everything I ever
ordered out of a comic book took 4-6 weeks for delivery (and those x-ray glasses were a total hoax!). And
the process!!! I had to save up my allowance, go to the post office and get a money order (and pay extra
for THAT) and fill it out and send it in. And hope springs eternal in [a young man’s] breast (or so said Alexander
Pope) so the next day I’d check the mailbox. No package. And the next day. No package. And again. And again.
Turns out I’ve never been very good at waiting.
Now it’s worse. Online shopping has ruined me. If I can’t get it shipped for free in two days… why bother? I
can’t wait forever after all! Super-fast internet, microwave meals, quick charging batteries, instant rebates
(remember mailing those clippings in back in the day – man, I’m getting old). Everything is in a hurry today.
But waiting can be a spiritual discipline. And it’s not one that I’m very good at, either.
Psalm 27:14 says:
Wait for the Lord;
be strong and take heart
and wait for the Lord.
Lamentations 3:25-26 says:
The Lord is good to those whose hope is in him,
to the one who seeks him;
it is good to wait quietly
for the salvation of the Lord.
Isaiah 40:31 says:
But those who wait on the Lord
Shall renew their strength;
They shall mount up with wings like eagles,
They shall run and not be weary,
They shall walk and not faint.
While we may not like to wait, God calls us to patience (or as the KJV calls it longsuffering). I want God to do
what I want God to do right now. God says, “Wait for the Lord.”
In a few weeks we will be celebrating the resurrection of Christ – Easter Sunday! But the week leading up to
Easter reminds us of the spiritual discipline that waiting for God can be. On Maundy Thursday we read of Jesus
in the Garden of Gethsemane praying from the very depths of his being to be released from what is coming.
“If it is possible, let this cup pass from me.” (Mt 26:39) Waiting in agony for a response, waiting in agony for
what he knows is coming in the next hours.
After Jesus’ crucifixion, death and burial, the disciples are lost and bewildered, waiting for… they really don’t
even seem to know what they’re waiting for because when Mary tells them on Sunday morning that Jesus is
alive again, they don’t believe her. After Jesus’ ascension, the disciples wait in Jerusalem for Jesus’ promise of
the coming of the Holy Spirit to be fulfilled (and they finally seem to be able to wait this time! – Luke 24, Acts
1).
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Wait upon the Lord. If we trust that God really does have everything under control (however we come to
understand that), then we need to trust in God’s time and God’s timing – in whatever it is. Have you been
praying about something day after day but you still don’t seem to have an answer? Wait upon the Lord. Do
you struggle with some sin in your life? (I can have a very judgmental spirit, for example). Keep confessing,
keep repenting, keep trusting that God is working on you. I write this as there’s rumblings in our denomination
about the theological and cultural divide, I write this as there’s rumblings in politics about ideologies and
blame-shifting on both sides, I write this as families are struggling to make ends meet or struggling to reconcile
differences or figure out how to move on. I write this as churches struggle to meet the money and people
demands of doing ministry in this climate of financial insecurity and personal over-commitment (and Grace
Church is feeling it too!).
Yet… God has always come through. God always will come through.
They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength.
In Christ’s Love,
Pastor Bill

I

recently had the privilege of singing one of my favorite songs with the MadriGals titled
“Day By Day”. The words were written by the Swedish poet Carolina Sandell Berg,
translated by Andrew L. Skoog, with the music written by Oscar Ahnfelt.

I have found a lot of comfort in these words.
Day By Day
Day by day and with each passing moment, strength I find to meet my trials here.
Trusting in my Father’s wise bestowment, I’ve no cause for worry or for fear.
He whose heart is kind beyond all measure Gives unto each day what He deems best,
Lovingly it’s part of pain and pleasure, Mingling toil with peace and rest.
Every day the Lord himself is near me With a special mercy for each hour.
All my cares He fain would bear and cheer me, He whose name is Counselor and Pow’r.
The protection of His child and treasure Is a charge that on Himself He laid.
“As your days, your strength shall be in measure,” This the pledge to me He made.
Help me then in every tribulation So to trust Your promises, O Lord,
That I lose not faith’s sweet consolation Offered me within Your holy Word.
Help me, Lord, when toil and trouble meeting, E’er to take, as from a Father’s hand,
One by one, the days, the moments fleeting, ‘Til I reach the Promised Land.
I’ll hold on to this prayer for a long time.
By the way, the word “fain” describes acting with pleasure, gladly. “All my cares He would gladly bear
and cheer me, He whose name is Counselor and Power”.
Celebrate with us each Sunday morning at 8:30, 9:30, or 11:00 either comfortably in person or online
anytime. Look for a blessing. Look for peace.
Floyd Moore
amfm123@verizon.net
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PATIENCE

I

came across this statement: “Patience is not the ability to wait; it’s the
ability to keep a good attitude while we wait”. Interesting!

Granted, there are times when we wait in exited anticipation and we seem
impatient …. think waiting for Christmas as a child; waiting for the call that a baby has arrived; counting
the days until your wedding! You get the idea.
However, maintaining a “good attitude while we wait” is more difficult when you are the one waiting for
others to be on your time schedule. For instance, when the car is loaded but the rest of the family isn’t
ready; when the meeting starts at 1:00 but not everyone is present. (OUCH!) What appropriate situations
those are to extend grace to those around you.
The Bible is replete with verses about patience. As Paul was presenting his case before King Agrippa he
said, “Therefore, I beg you to listen to me patiently” (Acts 23:3). He was asking the King not just to listen to
his whole testimony, but to listen with a good attitude.
James 5:7-8 extols us to “Be patient until the Lord’s coming. See how the farmer waits for the land to yield
its valuable crop and how patient he is for the rains to come. You too, be patient and stand firm, because the
Lord’s coming is near”. And he wrote that how many centuries ago??!!
AAHHH …. and to have the patience of Job!
Appropriately, I will end with Revelation. At least 3 times John uses the phrase “patient endurance”. That
really puts it all into perspective …. patience for the long haul! Patience through the anticipation of days
to come; through the trials and uncertainty. And all the while, waiting for the Lord to return.
PATIENCE
… not just waiting, but waiting with a good attitude.
Waiting patiently for Easter Sunday,
Cindy Price

H

ello everyone! Thank you for your continued support!

We have a lot of exciting activities coming up! I would like to tailor our monthly
children’s activities towards their interest! Each month at the beginning of the month we
will have a poll on Facebook to vote for the activity!
We will be having our easter egg hunt on April 10th at 1pm! We are in need of candy and small trinkets to put
into the eggs!
Keep tuned on our bulletin board for upcoming events and monthly devotionals/ activities!
Tyler Dymond
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I

t’s hard to believe our school year is quickly coming to an end! We
are thankful for a fun year of learning and growing despite COVID-19.
We pray next year we will be able to carry on under “normal”
circumstances.
It is great to finally see spring weather. We plan on going for some walks,
play outside in the sunshine and breath in that fresh air. In April we will
prepare for and celebrate Easter and Earth Day, review our shapes,
colors, numbers, and letters, and our afternoon class will continue to work hard at learning skills they will
need for kindergarten.
We still have openings in both classes for the 2022-2023 preschool year. Please contact the church office if
you know of someone in need of a registration form!
We want to thank our Grace Church family and friends for a successful Sarris Candies Fundraiser! We have
raised over $500 as of the middle of March and you can still order for Easter until April 10!
Happy Easter! HE IS RISEN INDEED!
Trish Gentilman & Jen Lynds

W

armer weather is finally here to stay! In the month of April, we are looking
forward to spending more time outside in the sun! We will be taking more
walks and playing in the yard outside instead of the gym. We are also looking
forward to Good Friday and Easter. The children that attend school of course are most
excited about not having to go to school. But for the rest of us, we reflect on what it
means to sacrifice for others when they truly need us. We are also looking forward to
coloring eggs and planting things in our daycare garden.
Marc Merchant
Director
Grace Promise Preschool and Care with Grace Daycare are having a Sarris Candies
fundraiser! Orders will be accepted through April 10 so you can order for Easter! To
order go to sarriscandiesfundraising.com and click on fundraising then online
ordering. Put in Group ID 10-3656. Orders will ship directly to your door for only a $5 processing fee.

During Worship
9:30 a.m. (0-2 yrs.)
11:00 a.m. (0- 5 yrs.)
April 3 –Becky Fuller
April 10 – Anna Peterson
April 17 – Becky Fuller
April 24 – Anna Peterson
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Items for the May Newsletter need
to be delivered to Mary in the
office mary@graceumcwarren.com
by Friday, April 15.
Thank you.

The Grace Church Food Pantry
is in need of spaghetti noodles
and jelly. Thank you to all who
contribute!

Flock Talk
“He will feed His flock like a Shepherd.”
Isaiah 40:11a

W

hen our minds are filled with Easter, our thoughts embrace the Lamb of God. We may have
wondered, “Why a lamb?” We know the symbolism of the lamb in ancient days. We understand
the atonement and the connection to the Passover lamb. But, still, “Why a lamb?

I grew up around lambs and if there’s one thing you can be certain of it’s this - they are perfect. They are
more than soft and loveable. They are uniquely without blemish. They have an innocence that transcends
the impishness of kittens and the playfulness of puppies. By nature, they are nuggets of harmlessness.
Jesus was without stain of mankind’s sin when He walked on the earth. He was spotless from the
mannerisms we excuse in ourselves. He was love personified. Could there have been any other animal in
comparison that was so undeserving of what happened to Him?
In Revelation, He is called the Lion of Judah once. However, He is called the Lamb 24 times. God always
does the unexpected. Crowning a lamb instead of a lion is His way! God exalted the Lamb because the
Lamb humbled Himself as the ultimate sacrifice.
The moral of this little story is that lambs are to be looked after, to be loved, to be protected. All animals
deserve such tender care. Seek ways to be kind to nature, and maybe especially the ones who are not
spotless, the ones who are old and in need. Love them, care for them, feed them. Be a friend to all animals,
all the time.
Tenderly,
Sue Toombs, Lay Leader
Fitness and Nutrition Class!
Beginning April 1st, there will be a fitness class accompanied by health and wellness coaching. The class
will be held in Higginbotham Hall every Friday morning from 11:00 – 11:45 am. Bring a mat and a pair of
weights that you are comfortable using. Plan on staying for the Christian yoga class at 12:15 if you would
like extra fellowship time while pursuing better health! Please contact Sue Toombs if you have any
questions. 814-730- 9996.
By the time the newsletter goes out, we should have completed the classes and will have
4 new acolytes ready to be installed and to begin serving after Easter. They are Eddie
Anderson, Bobbi Gafner, Emma Lyle, and Riley Lyle. The final session was a pizza party
and included invitations to the 10 current acolytes to get acquainted with the 'newbies.
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The Season of Lent
February can be a challenging month...
the Christmas season is past and the impact on our finances starts to become a reality;
our New Year's resolutions start to lose their luster;
the long season of winter seems to hold us in its grasp for just a little longer than we all would like.
As February is challenging for all of us, it can be challenging for the church too. The financials for
February were down from the prior two months.
The season of Lent is a season of preparation for Easter. We remember the 40 days that Jesus spent in
fasting in the wilderness. As we prepare for Easter and think of this season of "fasting", let us try to
remember the sacrifices we might make in our Christian journey.
2022 Actual to Budget
Total Income

February ‘22 Actual
$28,417.97

YTD Actual
$62,971.65

$825.02
$5,608.07

$1,196.27
$13,534.73

$28,464.63
$0.00
$0.00
$550.50
$47.70
$0.00
$2,939.00
$0.00
$38,434.92

$52,230.12
$25.00
$222.55
$1,001.80
$130.48
$24.99
$5,878.00
$0.00
$74,243.94

($10,016.95)

($11,272.29)

Office Expense
Buildings & Ground Expense
(Church & Parsonage)
Ministry Personnel
Church Council
Education Ministry
Nurture Ministry
Worship Ministry
Outreach Ministry
Connectional Apportionment
Witness Ministry
Total Ministry & Expense
Net Income

Borrowed Funds
Account Balance 2/28/2022

($92,040.56)

We praise God for the generous gifts and offerings.
Submitted by:
Brian A. Jurkowski, Finance Chair & the Finance Committee
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY BEGINS!!!
The Bible study, The Names of God, by Melissa Spoelstra, begins Tuesday, April 5th from
6:30 to 8:00p.m., and Wednesday, April 6th from 10:00 to 11:30a.m. Detailed information
about the study was in the March newsletter. If you wish to join one of the classes, or
need more information, please call Renee Magnuson at 814-726-7890, email her at
radmagnuson@gmail.com or email Liz Anderson at moirazz@yahoo.com ASAP so that
we can order a participant’s workbook for you.
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The Outreach, Witness, and Endowment Committees made the following monetary gifts to the following
missionaries who are spreading the good word of Jesus: Josh and Carrie Crider heading to Thailand to
outreach to Burmese refugees ($1000); Ben and Anda Mogos in Romania ($1000); Tom and Lois Ford in
Moscow, Russia ($1000); David and Shauna Goode in Jamaica ($1000). We also made the following
donations to support these important organizations in our community: Kane District Ramp Ministry
($1000); Women's Care Center of Warren, PA ($500); Ruth M. Smith Center ($1000). Through the
Alternative Gifting over the Christmas season, Grace Church donated $2650 for Heifer International.
Grace Church also provided $2400 from the Myra Price Endowment to purchase an "Ark" from Heifer,
which costs $5000, to help lift families around the world out of poverty. Please continue to pray for these
missionaries and organizations.
The Outreach team will be hosting a rummage sale at Grace on Saturday,
April 30th from 8 am until 2 pm to raise funds for the Crossing and Wesley
Woods. Clear out some space and donate your usable items. Kids clothes are
welcome, but please no adult clothes. You can drop off items in the front of the church on Friday, April
29th from 4 pm - 6 pm. Please only drop off at this time. Contact Chuck Keeports @ 814-688-8534 if you
would like to volunteer.
Memorial
For: Jim & Marty Adams
By: Bonnie & Nano Lopez, Mary & Bob Hetzel, Tom & Kathy Crew, Melissa Bowers,
Anne & Bill Burch, United Refinig Co., Camillus Middle School
Music
For: Jim Adams
By: Bill & Judy Bunce, Linda & Arden Knapp
Acolyte Candlelighter
For: Ryan Egger
By: The Werner Family, The Anderson Family, The Jurkowski Family, The Barr Family,
The Keeports Family, Linda & Arden Knapp, Sheryl Richards
Dear members of Grace UMC,
Thank you for your prayers, phone calls, text messages, emails, greeting cards and
messages on social media that you sent during Jim Adams' recent hospitalization and
resulting death. Thank you also for each of the birthday cards that you sent to Jim in
July 2021 in celebration of his 79th birthday. You helped to make his final birthday
extremely joyous. Jim said he received more birthday cards in recognition of that birthday than he had
received for all of his previous birthdays combined! His death, occurring only three months and three
days after the death of Marty, his wife of 58 years and our mom, has been very difficult for me and my
sister. The many sympathy cards and messages of prayers we received helped us to remember that we
were not alone during our time of grief, and they provided us with a great deal of comfort. Thank you for
the food you provided to us and for the lovely luncheon that was held after Jim's funeral. He would have
loved it! It gave us an opportunity to hear stories about him which was very therapeutic for us. Thank you
also to those who submitted a monetary gift to Grace UMC in memory of Jim. Grace UMC held a special
place in Jim's heart, and the kindness of its members to Jim and to his family will never be forgotten.
Sincerely,
Shari Adams and Karen Adams Trapasso, Jim's daughters
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Dear Grace Church,
Thank you very much for all of your prayers while I was hospitalized and in rehab
for my broken ankle. We are also so grateful for those who sent over meals. It was
so appreciated.
Love, Peg & Larry Willis
Friday Night Movies - Age 18 and up!!
Sponsored by the Nurture Committee
We will begin at 6pm in Higginbotham Hall
We will begin on March 25 with a couple of episodes of “The Chosen”. Feel free to bring snacks to
share. The following Friday will feature “Keeping Up Appearances”, etc…
Once we finish the two seasons of “The Chosen”, we plan to move on to Christian comedians like Tim
Hawkins and Jeanne Robertson.
If we get a good turnout, we will look into the possibility of having some chaperoned movies for kids held
at the same time.
March 25 - “The Chosen” Season 1, episodes 1 and 2
April 1 - “Keeping Up Appearances”
April 8 - “The Chosen” Season 1, episodes 3 and 4
April 22 - “The Chosen” Season 1, episodes 5 and 6
April 29 - “Keeping Up Appearances”
May 6 - “The Chosen” Season 1, episodes 7 and 8
May 13 - “Keeping Up Appearances”
May 20 - “The Chosen” Season 2, episodes 1 and 2
May 27 - “Keeping Up Appearances”
June 3 - “The Chosen” Season 2, episodes 3 and 4
June 10 - “Keeping Up Appearances”
June 17 - “The Chosen” Season 2, episodes 5 and 6
June 24 - “Keeping Up Appearances”
July 1 - “The Chosen” Season 2, episodes 7 and 8
Attention All Ladies of the Church:
The Ruth M. Smith Center Circle of the Grace Church will resume meeting beginning on Tuesday, May
10th at 1:00 pm. Former Circle members have scheduled a May Tea and Talk get-together on that day in
Wesley Parlor. ALL ladies (no age limits) of the church are invited. All you will need to bring is your
favorite or special teacup and some ideas of what you would like to do as part of this missionary
Circle. We hope to see you there. For more information call Suzette Berdine at 814-730-3396 or Linda
Knapp at 814-726-1199.
Thank you so much for the monetary donation. This was so awesome for your church
to thank of our troops/veterans and our mission. Again, thank you so much.
God Bless & Stay Safe,
Blue Star Mothers of Kinzua PA 203
** Because of your generous Christmas offering donations, $5,111.52 was split between Blue Star
Mothers and Ruth M. Smith Center.
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April 1 – Anita Zimmer, Gillian Rapp, Robert Morrison, Chase Card
April 2 – Adam Flagella
April 3 – Alice Pedersen, Laurie Dickson
April 4– Christa Yaegle
April 5 – Freida Ecelberger, Jesse Lucks, Katelyn Jurkowski
April 6 – Rob Pearce, Dave MacPherson, Zach Foster, Jon Lynds
April 7 – Carolyn Fry, Gabrielle Cummings
April 8 – Zeke Stanton, Jackie Johnson
April 9 – Kristin Moore, Melissa Culbertson
April 11 – Hannah Fry, Michele Coffman
April 13 – Dottie Higgins, David VanOrsdale, Nancy Eaker, Chase Alex
April 14 – Shallin Shelby
April 15 – Richard Pedersen, Jaime Housler
April 16 – Peter Jansens, Rylee Napolitan
April 17 – Sara Hoehn, Kyle Jones
April 18 – Bob Sedon, Chloe Meddaugh, Callie Hampson, Zachry Tucher
April 19 – James Miller, Peggy Twist, Emily Birgel
April 20 – Sandy Shene, Don Anthony, Tina Moore
April 21 – Jean Buerkle
April 22 – Thomas Lord
April 23 – Cheryle Stellato, Terry Wilson, Morgan Danielson
April 24 – Jody Benjamin
April 26 – Shirley Pearson, Scott Curren, Kristen Lucks
April 27 – Vicki Garrett
April 28 – Jennifer Lynds, Degan Peterson
April 29 – Janey Swanson, James Ostergard, Andrew Knowlton, Emily Weiland
April 30 – Don Smith, Gordon Mathis, Michael Barrett, Jenafer McKown, Vance Anzalone
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SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

CARE WITH GRACE
DAYCARE
is open Mon-Fri
from 6:30 am to
5:30 pm located on
the first floor
(nursery) and the
second floor

PROMISE
PRESCHOOL
is open Sept-May
Mon, Wed, and
Thurs from 9:00 –
11:30 am (3-yearolds) and 12:30 –
3:00 pm (4- yearolds) located on the
ground floor.

3

4

5

6

7

10 Palm Sunday

11

12

13

14 Maundy

8:30/9:30/11:00 a
Worship
9:30 a Agape
9:45 a Sunday School

8:30/9:30/11:00 a
Worship
9:30 a Agape
9:45 a Sunday School
1:00 p Girl Scouts

5:15 p Christian Yoga
7:00 p Truth Project
Bible Study

12:15 p Christian
Yoga
5:00 p Gym Resv.
6:00 p Property

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

1

2

8

9

10:30 a Yarn Angels
11:00 a Fitness
Ministry
12:15 p Christian
Yoga
5:30 p Nurture
Movie Night

7:00 a Men’s Prayer
Breakfast
10:00 a Women’s
Bible Study
5:15 p Christian Yoga
6:00 p Madrigals
6:30 p C.R.E.W.
6:30 p Choir

5:00 p Gym Resv.
6:00 p Praise Team
6:00 p Disciple II

SATURDAY

10:30 a Yarn Angels
11:00 a Fitness
Ministry
12:15 p Christian
Yoga
5:30 p Nurture
Movie Night

15 Good Friday 16

6:00 p Pickleball
6:30 p Women’s
Bible Study

7:00 a Men’s Prayer
Breakfast
10:00 a Women’s
Bible Study
5:15 p Christian Yoga
6:00 p Madrigals
6:30 p C.R.E.W.
6:30 p Choir

17 Easter Sunday 18
8:30/9:30/11:00 a
Worship
9:30 a Agape
9:45 a Sunday School
4:00 P Watson Home

12:00 p Caregivers’
Support Group
5:15 p Christian Yoga
7:00 p Truth Project
Bible Study

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

8:30/9:30/11:00 a
Worship
9:30 a Agape
9:45 a Sunday School
1:00 p Girl Scouts

5:15 p Christian Yoga
7:00 p Truth Project
Bible Study

11:00 a Staff Meeting
12:15 p Christian
Yoga
5:00 p Gym Resv.
6:00 p SPRC
6:00 p Pickleball
6:30 p Women’s
Bible Study

WEDNESDAY

Trustees

5:15 p Christian Yoga
7:00 p Outreach
7:00 p Truth Project
Bible Study

12:15 p Christian
Yoga
5:00 p Gym Resv.
6:00 p Childcare
6:00 p Pickleball
6:30 p Women’s
Bible Study

12:15 p Christian
Yoga
5:00 p Gym Resv.
6:00 p Pickleball
6:30 p Women’s
Bible Study

7:00 a Men’s Prayer
Breakfast
10:00 a Women’s
Bible Study
5:15 p Christian Yoga
6:00 p Madrigals
6:30 p C.R.E.W.
6:30 p Choir

7:00 a Men’s Prayer
Breakfast
10:00 a Women’s
Bible Study
5:15 p Christian Yoga
6:00 p Madrigals
6:30 p C.R.E.W.
6:30 p Choir
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Thursday

5:00 p Gym Resv.
6:00 p Praise Team
6:00 p Disciple II
7:00 p Maundy
Thursday Service

5:00 p Gym Resv.
6:00 p Praise Team
6:00 p Disciple II

5:00 p Gym Resv.
6:00 p Praise Team
6:00 p Disciple II

10:30 a Yarn Angels
11:00 a Fitness
Ministry
12:15 p Christian
Yoga
7:30 p Community
Good Friday
Service at First
UMC

10:30 a Yarn Angels
11:00 a Fitness
Ministry
12:15 p Christian
Yoga
5:30 p Nurture
Movie Night

10:30 a Yarn Angels
11:00 a Fitness
Ministry
12:15 p Christian
Yoga
4:00p Rummage Sale
Drop Off
5:30 p Nurture
Movie Night

8:00 a Rummage
Sale
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Warren, PA 16365
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~ Grace Praise Team ~
Pastor Bill, Julie Danielson, Chuck Keeports, Walter Miller, Dave Moore,
Jan Moore, Cindy Price, Keith Price, Shirley Shafer, Aaron Stearns,
Chris Ei, John Lewis, Alice Pedersen, Cindy Dziendziel

GRACE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
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On the Web - www.graceumcwarrenpa.com

Find us on Facebook under the group Embrace Grace!
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